
 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING OF JULY 2, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford and 

Commissioner Kasko were present along with the Borough Administrator and Borough 

Clerk.   

 

Once Resolution 2019-07-02-106 was introduced, which authorized the acceptance of 

the resignation of John Moscatelli, Mayor Rochford thanked him for his service to the 

community.  Commissioner Kasko also expressed his thanks for the six years of service and 

dedication.   

 

Tish Colombi, Heritage Road, also thanked Mr. Moscatelli for his years of service in the 

same department that she had been in charge of as a former Commissioner and Mayor.  

She noted that this was a challenging department and noted that he had always been 

there to answer questions.  She wished him well as he moved on. 

 

Wayne Partenheimer, Windsor Avenue, also thanked Mr. Moscatelli for the work he had 

done for the borough as a Commissioner. 

 

Mr. Moscatelli, Spruce Street, thanked everyone for their kind words. 

 

As there were no further comments, the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve 

Resolution 2019-07-02-106. 

 

Resolution 2019-07-02-107 was then introduced, which authorized the appointment of 

Robert A. Marshall, Esq. as the new Commissioner and Director of the Public Works, Parks 

and Property department.  Mayor Rochford reviewed the selection process that had 

been followed, which resulted in 24 candidates submitting their names for consideration.  

He stated that the decision had been a difficult one because everyone was very 

qualified for the position.  He hoped that the other candidates decided to submit their 

names to volunteer on our various boards.  Now we will have to see how the November 

Election plays out for the position.  He stated that the Borough has an awesome person 

in Bob Marshall, who will do a great job.  Commissioner Kasko agreed and congratulated 

Mr. Marshall on this appointment.  He finished by noting that there was a diverse group 

of candidates from which it was difficult to narrow the choice down to one person. 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment period of the meeting. 

 

Will Vespe, Concord Drive, addressed the Commissioners and stated that he and his wife 

are living in a camper on their front lawn and his neighbors are homeless due to the 

damages to their homes from the storm on June 20, 2019.  He wants to know what is going 

to be done to fix the culvert behind his home that caused the damages; he wants an 

answer from Remington & Vernick (R&V) on how they are going to fix this.  Mayor 

Rochford noted that the covers that there on the drainage behind the property were 

destroyed by the force of the water and debris that flowed into that area.  The Borough 

Administrator stated that those covers were there to keep the drains from clogging and 



 

 

to keep the debris out.  New covers have been ordered and should be arriving soon so 

that the drains can be covered again.  Mr. Vespe asked if steel covers could be used 

instead of the plastic that was used previously.  The Administrator stated that this could 

be looked into. 

 

Dallas Luciotti, Concord drive, stated that she is the daughter of the owners of the home 

that has been condemned next door to the Vespe’s.  She then stated that now these 

drains are open and if any kids went back there they could fall into them and drowned.  

She believes that this is 100% caused by negligence.  Ms. Luciotti explained how she has 

been traumatized by this event and how she could have died as the foundation to her 

parent’s home that was destroyed was right under her bedroom.  It was further noted 

that she has had to delay starting her full-time job because of this catastrophe.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that there is a process that we must go through, which we are working 

on.  There are no easy answers at this time.  He has talked to the Borough’s Joint Insurance 

Fund (JIF), but they cannot do anything until the tort claim paperwork is filed.  He 

understands the frustration because this is taking time.  The Borough is trying to fix the 

water issues there, however, the large volume of water and the fact that it did not have 

anywhere to go as the Cooper River was so high. 

 

Jessica Vespe, Concord Drive, questioned whether or not the additional drainage that 

has been added to the neighborhood over the last few years didn’t have a contributing 

factor to what happened.  Additionally, before the additional drainage the Department 

of Public Works (DPW) did a better job at leaning these drains out.  Mayor Rochford stated 

that he did not have answers to this issue at this time, but that the Borough was looking 

into everything.  He also announced that FEMA had extended the deadline for residents 

to submit their preliminary information regarding any damages they have sustained from 

that storm.   

 

Mr. Vespe asked if the Borough could submit a claim into the Borough’s insurance in the 

meantime.  Mayor Rochford replied that he would have to file the tort claim paperwork, 

but that JIF would be looking into what else they may be able to do.  He reiterated that 

there is a process that needs to be followed. 

 

Marianne Springer, Concord Drive, commented that the Luciotti’s are staying with her at 

this time.  She then asked what the temporary fix is for this problem and when would it be 

put in place. 

 

Ms. Luciotti stated that she and Ms. Vespe are lucky to be alive and no one is taking 

responsibility for what happened. 

 

Commissioner Kasko replied that the Borough is not throwing their hands up and saying 

that you are on your own.  We will talk more with R&V, as well as with DPW and the Office 

of Emergency Management (OEM), Linda Harrington.  He suggested that the Vespe’s 

and Luciotti’s reach out to Ms. Harrington, who will be able to put you in contact with 

various resources that can help.  He promised that the issue will be investigated, although 

he could not give a time frame for when answers would be available.  Mayor Rochford 

stated that the Borough would reach out to the State and Federal FEMA personnel as 

well.  He noted that infrastructure is something that all towns struggle with and try to 



 

 

remedy the resulting water issues.  In this instance the water over ran the system.  He also 

stated that clearing the drains in town is required by our DEP permit, therefore, we do 

send out crews to clear them prior to storms.  He wished he could give more answers at 

this time and thanked the residents for coming out to discuss the issue. 

 

Bob Marshall praised Mr. Moscatelli on the amount of work that he put in during his last 

week in office due to this storm. 

 

Mayor Rochford noted a large tree went down over the last weekend on Grove Street, 

which took many hours to deal with. 

 

Ms. Luciotti reiterated her earlier statement that no one was taking responsibility for this 

issue.  She also noted that her parents are already back to work because they have no 

choice. 

 

Ms. Springer asked again what the temporary fix would be for the drainage.  Mayor 

Rochford noted that the new covers are ordered and will be installed as soon as they are 

received. 

 

The Borough Administrator advised that if the drainage plans by R&V were being 

questioned, then the Borough could bring in another engineer to review the plans.  She 

then noted that there was an estimated $2.7 million in personal property damages by our 

residents and over $9 million reported for Camden County.  The Borough also has 

damages over $1 million.  Mayor Rochford asked for a time frame for having an 

independent engineering review.  The Administrator advised that this could take weeks, 

if not more and pointed out that there was more damage from this storm that both 

Hurricane Irene and Hurricane Sandy. 

 

Ms. Vespe asked if someone could reach out to the families on Concord Drive routinely 

to keep them abreast of what was happening.  Mayor Rochford agreed that this could 

be done.  He also asked that the residents call him directly to ask questions and get some 

answers as there have been inaccurate statements put out on social media that have 

also caused issues.  The Borough Administrator announced that the additional trash that 

has been put out today on Concord will be picked up by DPW tomorrow by the end of 

the day.  Additionally, we will work on getting the covers for the drainage as soon as 

possible. 

 

Lora Carr, Concord Drive, stated that her property value has plummeted because of the 

flooding.  She also stated that she wanted an independent engineer to review the 

drainage for her street. 

 

Ms. Luciotti pointed out her father has been sending emails for 12 years to the borough 

regarding the water issues and was told that it had been fixed and then this happened. 

 

As there were no further comments Mayor Rochford reminded everyone to attend the 

July 3rd fireworks downtown, as well as the Independence Day Parade on July 4th on Kings 

Highway. 

 



 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


